
Dear Neighbors, 
 

 

This is a busy time at the Statehouse in Columbus. The Legislature is in session 

and committees are holding hearings on dozens of bills. I am spending a great deal 

of time listening to testimony and opinions from a wide variety of people in order 

to better represent you here in the Ohio House of Representatives.  

 

The state budget and education reform are perhaps two of the most important 

issues being addressed. We must find ways to give all Ohioôs children a chance at a  

world -class, twenty - first century education. Our budget situation is challenging, 

but we are working on ways to move Ohio forward.   

 

Other priorities are to create jobs and provide responsive solutions. My attention is 

also focused on proposals that center on jobs, energy, housing, families, and 

government accountability. Iôm pleased to announce that two bills Iôve recently 

introduced are top priorities for Speaker Armond Budish (D -Beachwood) and our 

Majority Democratic leadership team ðHouse Bills 8 and 9. HB8 would require 

insurance companies to cover the diagnosis and treatment of Autism Spectrum 

Disorders. House Bill 9, known as the Ohio Renters Protection Act, would require 

landlords to disclose whether their property is in foreclosure before renting it out. 

It would also extend the time period renters have before being evicted from their 

homes after a sheriffôs sale from three days to 30.  

 

In addition, priorities to promote job growth include extending tax credits in 

targeted industries and encouraging regional cooperation and growth. Further 

legislative priorities include providing bonuses to our stateôs veterans; providing 

foreclosure protections for homeowners; creating innovative ways to improve 

education and promote energy efficiency; providing safeguards for children and 

young adults; and improving government accountability.   

 

You can offer your questions, comments and suggestions anytime. My Legislative 

Aide, Jeff Wise, and I always look forward to hearing from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 

Ted Celeste  
State Representative  

 
 

 

CONTACT  
 
 
 

Columbus Office  
24th District  

77 South High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215  
 

Legislative Aide:  

Jeff Wise  
 
T: (614) 644 - 6005  
F: (614) 719 - 6963  
 
district24@ohr.state.oh.us  
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Alternative Energy is Blooming in Ohio 
Rep. Celeste Named Chairman of  House Alternative Energy Committee   

In recent years, Ohioans have heard much about the 

wealth of possibilities for advanced energy in our 

state.  Our manufacturing base makes us fertile 

ground for growing new industries that will provide 

jobs and economic growth.   

 

The possibilities are broad; wind and solar power, 

farm -based renewables, and waste heat recovery 

are just a few.  Capitalizing on these possibilities is 

important because they make for not just good  

economic development policy, but also good  

environmental policy.  The advanced energy  

industry holds rich possibilities for the future of our 

state and of our country.  

 

In Ohio thatôs good news: a recent report found that 

we are already the top state for alternative energy 

investment.  The Conway New Plant Report, which 

tracks the development of renewable energy  

facilities across the nation, found that Ohio ranked 

highest between 2005 and 2007, with renewable 

energies committing to 350 new operations.   

Ohio is well positioned to become the heart of alter-

native energy manufacturing.  

 

And fortunately, enterprising leaders around the 

state arenôt stopping at number one.  American 

Electric Power has planned to add 1,000 megawatts 

of new wind energy by 2011.  And one of their  

subsidiaries, Appalachian Power Co., has forged a 20 

year agreement to purchase renewable wind  

energy from a wind farm, Beech Ridge Energy, LLC. 

They will purchase between 100 and 147 megawatts 

in the first phase from the wind farm, which is  

expected to be up and running by March 31, 2010.  

AEP has additional requests out for up to 600 mega-

watts of renewable energy.  
 
As Ohioôs alternative energy industry continues to 

grow, Central Ohio stands to be at the epicenter of 

the growth. Between The Ohio State University,  

Battelle, EWI and Tech Columbus, we have many 

regional assets that will play a prominent role in our 

future prosperity.  
 
These initiatives are strongly supported by our  

government leaders in Ohio.  The Ohio Department 

of Developmentôs Ohio Energy Office administers 

$3.5 million in state grants for solar hot water  

systems and wind technologies, under what is called 

the Advanced Energy Fund.  The grants provide  

support for the distribution and advancement of  

energy technologies in the service areas of one of 

Ohioôs four participating electric distribution  

companies. These grants are for smaller -scale  

consumers in an effort to stimulate Ohioôs market 

for smaller wind and solar thermal industries.  They 

complement the manufacturing efforts across Ohio, 

aiming to attract the high -skilled jobs of a new  

energy economy.  
 
In a time when the national dialogue is so focused 

on how we will develop for a sustainable future, 

Ohio is primed to be a longtime leader.  Attention to 

these efforts has paid off so far, and there is still  

opportunity to do much more.  Ohio is a world and 

national leader in people and ideas, and these  

accomplishments are proof that Ohioôs future holds 

promise and innovation for generations to come.  

ñOHIO IS THE TOP STATE FOR ALTERNATIVE  ENERGY INVESTMENTéò 
 
-THE CONWAY NEW PLANT  REPORT  
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 Transportation Task Force Releases Recommendations 

Reports Calls for  Advanced Transportation Technology for Ohio 

 Ohio has a          

considerable  

transportation  

system. Planes, 

trains,  

automobiles 

and boats move 

people and 

products easily 

throughout the 

state.   

 

We have the 7th 

largest highway  

system in the nation 

and the 4th greatest    

quantity of active rail miles.  Our rail transportation 

and trucking industries are ranked 4th in the U.S with 

a combined total annual output of $5.2 billion.  We 

are 4th in the nation in maritime tonnage with more 

freight traffic moving through our  

waters than the amount that goes 

through the Panama Canal each year.  

 

This data supports a vision of Ohio as 

a leader in the development of    

transportation technology that has 

been put forth by a task force       

created by Governor Ted Strickland.  

 

In a report released earlier this year, 

the task force warns that our        

infrastructure is aging, transit      

systems are not adequate and    

maritime facilities are under used.  

The report claims Ohio should pay 

more attention to non -highway forms 

of transportation, and encourages expanding public 

and private funding for future projects.  

 

Governor Strickland has called for a passenger rail to 

run from Cleveland to Cincinnati with stops in  

Columbus and Dayton. I support this plan.  

 

In the past, the transportation budget, which is     

created by the Ohio Department of Transportation, 

has been solely focused on roads and highways.  In 

their report, the task force states that the             

infrastructure is ñaging, insufficient, and financially 

unsustainable.ò  They propose encouraging economic 

prosperity while promoting the state as a             

front - runner in new transportation technologies.  

 

Recommendations of the task force include:  
 

Giving Ohioans more options for getting where 

they want to go and for moving goods through the 

development of an internally connected system.  
 

Coordinating transportation services for all  

Ohioans including those who are transit dependent, 

senior citizens and people with disabilities.  
  

Reducing the stateôs carbon footprint, promoting 

energy sustainability and improving Ohioanôs quality 

of life through the expanded use of alternative fuels, 

technologies and public transit.  
 
Making sure Ohioôs transportation system is the 

safest in the nation by embedding 

ñsafety firstò in planning, education 

and enforcement.  
 

Currently, much of the stateôs      

transportation budget is financed 

through its 26 cents per gallon motor 

fuel tax.  However, under Ohioôs     

constitution, funds generated through 

the gas tax can only be spent on  

highways.   

 

The ideas proposed by the task force 

will be vigorously debated in the Ohio 

House. What remains certain is the  

desire of Ohioans to strengthen and  

improve their state even in the face of 

economic uncertainty.  

.:FYI:.  
 

To read the report issued by the Transportation Task 

Force or to review information relating to the Ohio 

Department of Transportation State Budget Proposal 

visit:  
 

www.dot.state.oh.us/  



April 2009  State Rep. Ted Celeste  Page 4  

Governor Offers Bold Vision for Ohio 
Highlights of Ted Stricklandõs State of the State Address to the Legislature  

Ohio may be facing tough 

times, but that makes this the 

best time for bold action to 

confront challenges facing 

state finances and education. 

That was the message  

delivered by Governor Ted 

Strickland in his State of the 

State Address to a joint  

session of the Ohio General 

Assembly.  

 

It offers a transformative plan to reform education in 

Ohio and proposes to balance the budget without rais-

ing taxes. It also lays out several important tools, 

such as tax credits, to help stimulate the economy 

and create jobs here in Ohio.  

 

Here are some of the highlights of the Governorôs 

plan:  

 

Fiscal Responsibility:  

Though forecasts indicate general revenue taxes 

available to the State of Ohio will be lower in the 2011 

fiscal year than they were seven years earlier, the 

Governorôs budget is balanced without raising taxes 

through a series of tough choices and leveraging  

federal stimulus funds.  

  

Education: A Comprehensive Plan to Modernize 

Education and Ensure Every Child Learns Skills 

to be Successful in a 21st Century Economy  

Governor Stricklandôs comprehensive plan to establish 

a modernized education system is designed to ensure 

every Ohio child learns the skills they need to be  

successful in the 21 st  Century ï as productive citizens, 

in work and in life.   The plan demands an  

unprecedented level of accountability and  

transparency from our school districts to ensure tax-

payers know exactly how their dollars are being 

spent, right down to an individual school buildingôs 

budget.  It also meets the stateôs constitutional  

obligation to provide a thorough and efficient system 

of public education for all our children.  

  

Tax Relief: New Tax Credits to Create New Ohio 

Jobs and Fully Phase - in Tax Reforms  

The budget fully implements previously approved tax  

 

reforms, including the full phase - in of a 21 percent 

across - the -board income tax reduction.   In addition to 

broadening the Job Retention Tax Credit and Job 

Creation Tax Credit to encourage more business  

opportunity in Ohio, the Governorôs budget creates 

several new job -creating tax credits. They include a 

Film Tax Credit to spur growth of the film industry 

and a New Markets Tax Credit to give our cities and 

towns a proven tool to spur investment and bring new 

life to downtown centers.  

  

Health Care: Access to Health Care for Every 

Ohio Child and 110,000 More Ohioans  

The state childrenôs health insurance program and 

buy - in program would provide access to  

affordable health coverage for every single child  in 

Ohio.  The budget expands health care access to an 

additional 110,000 adult Ohioans currently without 

coverage. It allows Ohioans with employer -provided 

insurance to purchase coverage for their dependents 

up to the age of 29, and allows small business  

employees who lose their jobs to purchase  

continuation coverage for up to 12 months and other 

innovative reforms.  

  

Higher Education: Extend Historic Tuition Freeze 

to a Third Year for All University System of Ohio 

Schools  

Governor Stricklandôs budget extends the current 2-

year tuition freeze at all University System of Ohio 

institutions for a third year in fiscal year 2010 (the 

2009 -2010 school year), and for a fourth straight year 

at all community college and university branch  

campuses in fiscal year 2011 (the 2010 -2011 school 

year).   Under this plan, 60 percent of all students in 

the University System of Ohio will have seen no in-

crease in tuition for four straight years!   

  

Job Creation: Pledge to Work with Legislature to 

Develop a Second Job Stimulus Plan  

Governor Strickland announced that he will work with 

the legislature to develop a second job stimulus plan 

in the coming months. It would include an expansion 

of Ohioôs Third Frontier program, regulatory reform 

and streamlining measures to assure that Ohio gets 

its share of federal stimulus funds as well as other 

investment dollars to create jobs in the short term 

and strengthen Ohio for generations to come.  



 
 

Legislative Survey 

REPRESENTATIVE TED CELESTE  
April 2009 

1.  Would you support building casinos in Ohio if 

the proposal was structured differently than the 

one defeated at the polls last November?  

  

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  
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permit more exemptions for bars and clubs?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

3. Would you support legislation that requires 

health insurers to cover services for children with 

autism?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

4. Do you support placing a moratorium on the 

creation of new charter schools by operators who 

run other struggling schools?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

5. Do you support legislation that sends non -

violent deadbeat parents to community control 

programs rather than jail, with the goal of 

earning more money to pay off their child support 

debts?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

 
 

6. Would you support a bond package to construct 

and operate a high - speed rail system connecting 

Columbus to Cincinnati and Cleveland?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

7. Do you support limits on marketing by credit 

card companies on university and college 

campuses?  

 

Ž   Yes 

Ž   No                     

Ž   Undecided  

 

 

8. Please list what you believe to be the three  

biggest issues facing Ohio:  

 

1. ________________________________________  

__________________________________________  

2. ________________________________________  

__________________________________________  

3. ________________________________________  

__________________________________________  

 

Additional Comments:  

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________  

________________________________________

________________________________________  

Please fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the other side. If you would like to 

receive information and legislative updates in the future, please provide the following information:  

 

Name   ___________________________________________________________________  

Address, City, Zip code_______________________________________________________  

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________  

Your views on issues facing state government are important to me.  Please take the time  

to share your opinion on the following topics.  I look forward to hearing from you!  


