
Dear Neighbors, 
 

Itôs hard to find good news in a tough economy, but every day we hear inspiring 

stories of perseverance and fortitude from neighbors, friends and constituents.   

 

These stories remind us that just as working families and enterprising businesses 

confront these challenges with innovation and quick action, we at the Statehouse 

must do the same.    

 

That is why we moved quickly to utilize economic stimulus resources that will 

jumpstart our economy, create jobs and promote long - term economic growth.  A 

large portion of these resources will be invested in Ohioôs roads and bridges, which 

are the lifelines for a successful economy and will put folks to work.   

 

Additional resources will be used to spur business growth through grants and tax 

credits that will also help put Ohioans back to work. In addition, we will be 

protecting those hardest hit in this economic downturn by supporting vital services 

like Medicaid, unemployment compensation and school lunch programs.  

 

We are furthermore taking action on several legislative priorities such as veteranôs 

benefits, energy efficiency, homeowner and tenant protections and government 

accountability.  The first bill we passed this session provides financial benefits to 

our veterans returning from the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan and Iraq Wars.  And we 

have passed a film tax credit bill that will help bring new industry and new jobs to 

Ohio.   

 

We continue to consider legislation that would combat the devastating impacts of 

the housing crisis.  One in four Ohioans owes more on their mortgage than their 

home is worth. This is a troubling indicator that the housing crisis is not yet behind 

us.  We must take action to prevent this epidemic from continuing to hurt families 

and ruining neighborhood property values.  

 

These are just a few solutions that we are working towards to make Ohio a better 

place to live and work.  As we work to make smart public investments that move 

our economy forward and create jobs, we approach our work with the same 

resolve and ingenuity that is demonstrated everyday by Ohioans all across this 

great state.   

 

 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 

Ted Celeste  
State Representative  

 
 

 

CONTACT  
 
 
 

Columbus Office  
24th District  

77 South High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215  
 

Legislative Aide:  

Jeff Wise  
 
T: (614) 644 - 6005  
F: (614) 719 - 6963  
 
district24@ohr.state.oh.us  
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Alternative Energy is Blooming in Ohio 
Rep. Celeste Named Chairman of  House Alternative Energy Committee   

In recent years, Ohioans have heard much about the 

wealth of possibilities for advanced energy in our 

state.  Our manufacturing base makes us fertile 

ground for growing new industries that will provide 

jobs and economic growth.   

 

The possibilities are broad; wind and solar power, 

farm -based renewables, and waste heat recovery 

are just a few.  Capitalizing on these possibilities is 

important because they make for not just good  

economic development policy, but also good  

environmental policy.  The advanced energy  

industry holds rich possibilities for the future of our 

state and of our country.  

 

In Ohio thatôs good news: a recent report found that 

we are already the top state for alternative energy 

investment.  The Conway New Plant Report, which 

tracks the development of renewable energy  

facilities across the nation, found that Ohio ranked 

highest between 2005 and 2007, with renewable 

energies committing to 350 new operations.   

Ohio is well positioned to become the heart of alter-

native energy manufacturing.  

 

And fortunately, enterprising leaders around the 

state arenôt stopping at number one.  American 

Electric Power has planned to add 1,000 megawatts 

of new wind energy by 2011.  And one of their  

subsidiaries, Appalachian Power Co., has forged a 20 

year agreement to purchase renewable wind  

energy from a wind farm, Beech Ridge Energy, LLC. 

They will purchase between 100 and 147 megawatts 

in the first phase from the wind farm, which is  

expected to be up and running by March 31, 2010.  

AEP has additional requests out for up to 600 mega-

watts of renewable energy.  
 
As Ohioôs alternative energy industry continues to 

grow, Central Ohio stands to be at the epicenter of 

the growth. Between The Ohio State University,  

Battelle, EWI and Tech Columbus, we have many 

regional assets that will play a prominent role in our 

future prosperity.  
 
These initiatives are strongly supported by our  

government leaders in Ohio.  The Ohio Department 

of Developmentôs Ohio Energy Office administers 

$3.5 million in state grants for solar hot water  

systems and wind technologies, under what is called 

the Advanced Energy Fund.  The grants provide  

support for the distribution and advancement of  

energy technologies in the service areas of one of 

Ohioôs four participating electric distribution  

companies. These grants are for smaller -scale  

consumers in an effort to stimulate Ohioôs market 

for smaller wind and solar thermal industries.  They 

complement the manufacturing efforts across Ohio, 

aiming to attract the high -skilled jobs of a new  

energy economy.  

In a time when the national dialogue is so focused 

on how we will develop for a sustainable future, 

Ohio is primed to be a longtime leader.  Attention to 

these efforts has paid off so far, and there is still  

opportunity to do much more.  Ohio is a world and 

national leader in people and ideas, and these  

accomplishments are proof that Ohioôs future holds 

promise and innovation for generations to come.  

ñOHIO IS THE TOP STATE FOR ALTERNATIVE  ENERGY INVESTMENTéò 
 
-THE CONWAY NEW PLANT  REPORT  
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Consumer Protection Takes a Front Seat   
Ohio House Takes Steps to Help You Be a Smart Consumer   

Rip-offs, scams, con games and those who want to 

take advantage of you are all around us, and the 

Ohio House is making a serious effort to protect the 

rights of consumers.  Especially in tough economic 

times, itôs important to be a smart buyer and be 

protected from those who would prey on you. This 

is true everywhere from college campuses to your 

own neighborhood.  

 

Consumer protection is an important concern for 

the Ohio House, as this year Speaker Armond  

Budish created a new standing committee devoted 

solely to the issue.  The Consumer Protection and 

Economic Affairs committee considers lending  

practices and general consumer issues.  The  

creation of this committee shows how critical the 

House views legislation that will focus on the  

individual needs of consumers.  

 

Already the Ohio House is working on a number of 

bills aimed at helping you as a consumer protect 

yourself.  

 

One bill (House Bill 

12) intends to  

protect students 

from credit card 

marketing  

practices. A charge 

card can be handy 

for someone in 

school, but too  

often it can lead to 

mountains of debt even before graduation. College 

students are especially vulnerable to marketing  

tactics. Many are working part time while taking 

classes and donôt have the income to make the  

payments. Students are also an easy target  

because credit cards seem to offer them financial  

independence for the first time in their lives. This 

lack of experience makes it easy to get trapped by 

payments they canôt really afford.   

 

A recent report cited by the Ohio Credit Union 

League says more students drop out of college as a 

result of bad credit than academic failure.  This  

legislation hopes to stop that cycle; it will ban credit 

card companies from holding marketing activities at 

Ohio public colleges and universities.  

Two other bills deal 

with the issues that 

arise all too often 

these days when 

home foreclosure 

rates are  

skyrocketing.  The 

Home Foreclosure 

Prevention Bill (HB 3) 

will protect home-

owners by  

establishing longer 

notification requirements. It also includes a 6 month 

timeout on foreclosure proceedings to allow home-

owners to work out a loan modification or take  

advantage of President Obamaôs foreclosure plan. 

 

Renters get caught up in home foreclosures as well. 

They often donôt know their landlord is in  

foreclosure until the Sheriff knocks on the door with 

an eviction notice and says ñget out.ò The Renters 

Protection Act, a bill I introduced (HB 9), aims to 

add protection for those Ohioans. The bill requires 

landlords to notify all current tenants if the property 

they are renting is in foreclosure or under threat of 

foreclosure.  

 

The foreclosure crisis affects us all; our neighbors 

are in trouble and our neighborhoods are being  

depleted.  These two bills can help Ohioans  

overcome the often devastating effects of this  

problem.  

ON LINE HELP  
 

The Ohio Attorney General has a program called 

ñSave the Dreamò that offers help and advice for 

those facing foreclosure. Their website is:  
 
http://www.savethedream.ohio.gov/  

 

You can also log onto this website to get more ideas 

and helpful links on consumer issues from the  

Ohio Attorney General:  
 
http://www.ag.state.oh.us/citizen/consumer/

index.asp  


