
Dear Neighbors, 
 
Ohio and the nation are facing unprecedented economic times. These challenges 

are felt by families who watch their home values decline, businesses who canôt 

secure a loan because of tightening credit markets, and individual Ohioans who are 

struggling to find work.  Our job in the Legislature is to find ways to ease those 

struggles.   

 

Tough times mean tough decisions, both in putting together our household budget 

and for a state spending plan. The process has not been easy. But our mission in 

the Legislature is to do the best we can for the people of the State of Ohio.  

 

We have worked to protect struggling Ohioans in a number of ways. With the 

foreclosure crisis still putting people out of their homes, we have recently passed 

two pieces of legislation that are designed to help.  

 

One bill (House Bill 3) aims to minimize the loss that homeowners, lenders and 

communities continue to suffer in a foreclosure system that isnôt set up to handle 

todayôs reality. It includes a 6 month moratorium on final foreclosure judgments 

(with conditions).  

 

It also helps to protect the loss of investment dollars by maintaining home values 

and encouraging payment plans that guarantee a greater return than a sheriff sale.  

Homes that go to sale in Ohio typically recover between 20 and 60 cents on the 

dollar, as opposed to full recovery from a successful workout.  This legislation truly 

seeks to protect every party in the mortgage process.  

 

The House has also passed HB 9, a bill that I sponsored to protect renters when 

their landlord goes into foreclosure.  Folks who live up to their end of the contract 

and pay their rent on time shouldnôt be kicked to the curb. Under my version of the 

bill, the days of people facing an eviction notice with no warning would be a thing 

of the past.  

 

Our economy will get better, especially as the national picture improves. In the 

meantime, I will do my best to help Ohioans suffering now, and position Ohio for 

prosperity once things turn around.  

 

If you have any thoughts, questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 

me or my Legislative Aide, Jeff Wise. We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 

TED CELESTE  
State Representative  

 

CONTACT  
 
 
 

Columbus Office  
24th District  
77 South High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215  
 

Legislative Aide:  

Jeff Wise  
 
T: (614) 644 - 6005  
F: (614) 719 - 6963  
 
district24@ohr.state.oh.us  
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Ohio Explores Reviving Passenger Rail Service  
Studies Underway to Determine Feasibility   

Passenger trains 

have a major role in 

the history of Ohio, 

and they could play a  

big part in our future. 

Rail service would be 

a good, affordable  

transportation  

alternative that 

would keep cars off 

the highway, easing  

congestion and pollution while creating jobs.  

 

The State Transportation Budget approved by the 

Ohio House and signed by the Governor calls for a 

study of the idea of bringing passenger trains back to 

Ohio, even high speed trains. A study is underway 

now on what kind of revenue and ridership Ohio 

might see.  

 

The law also includes  

working with Amtrak to  

improve existing service 

between Toledo and  

Cleveland with an eye  

toward connecting  

Columbus, Dayton,  

Cincinnati and points in  

between. Amtrak is  

making recommendations 

on which routes would 

make the most sense for connecting Ohio cities.   

 

Ohio is vying for federal stimulus dollars to support 

the funding for this.   

 

How Will Ohio Business Benefit?  

According to the American Public Transit  

Association, it is reasonable to expect 24 new jobs 

created for every $1 million invested in public  

transportation projects.  

A fully -built Ohio Hub system will generate  

estimated 6,000+ construction jobs alone over the 

project lifetime. In excess of 16,000 jobs will be  

generated by development in and around station 

stops and along the corridors.  

What Will It Cost?  

The average per mile fare nationally on Amtrak is 

approximately $.14 cents.   That translates to an  

average of around $20 to $25 for a one -way ticket at 

conventional speeds (79 MPH max) between  

Columbus and Cleveland, for instance.    

 

Who Will Ride Trains in Ohio?  

8.6% of Ohioans who either do not have access 

to a motor vehicle or are physically unable to drive.  

Generations of young people, both students and 

professionals.   Noted author Richard Florida calls 

them ñThe Creative Classò: an estimated 40 million 

strong, making up 30% of the U.S. workforce, with 

50% of wages earned and controlling nearly 70% of 

discretionary spending in the US and who are or are 

seeking to be less and less dependent on owning and 

operating a motor vehicle.  

Growing population of older Ohioans: the U.S. 

Census predicts that Ohioans age 65 and over will 

account for over 16% of the total state population by 

the year 2015 and 20% by 2030.  

Ohio business people who can be more  

productive without the hassles of highway travel.  

Do Ohio Cities Benefit From Where The Train 

Stops?  

Train stations can be multi -purpose, serving as 

hubs for both intercity passenger trains and local 

mass transit (both rubber - tired and rail -based).    

Stations can include small businesses that cater 

to passengers: coffee shops, sandwich shops, dry 

cleaners, newsstands, etc. The neighborhood around 

the stations can also see new development.  

 

Information provided by the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission  
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Consumer Protection Takes a Front Seat   
Ohio House Takes Steps to Help You Be a Smart Consumer   

Rip-offs, scams, con games and those who want to 

take advantage of you are all around us, and the 

Ohio House is making a serious effort to protect the 

rights of consumers.  Especially in tough economic 

times, itôs important to be a smart buyer and be 

protected from those who would prey on you. This 

is true everywhere from college campuses to your 

own neighborhood.  

 

Consumer protection is an important concern for 

the Ohio House, as this year Speaker Armond  

Budish created a new standing committee devoted 

solely to the issue.  The Consumer Protection and 

Economic Affairs committee considers lending  

practices and general consumer issues.  The  

creation of this committee shows how critical the 

House views legislation that will focus on the  

individual needs of consumers.  

 

Already the Ohio House is working on a number of 

bills aimed at helping you as a consumer protect 

yourself.  

 

One bill approved 

by the House 

(House Bill 12)  

intends to  

protect students 

from credit card 

marketing  

practices. A charge 

card can be handy 

for someone in 

school, but too often it can lead to mountains of 

debt even before graduation. College students are 

especially vulnerable to marketing tactics. Many are 

working part time while taking classes and donôt 

have the income to make the payments. Students 

are also an easy target because credit cards seem 

to offer them financial independence for the first 

time in their lives. This lack of experience makes it 

easy to get trapped by payments they canôt really 

afford.   

 

A recent report cited by the Ohio Credit Union 

League says more students drop out of college as a 

result of bad credit than academic failure.  This  

legislation hopes to stop that cycle; it will ban credit 

card companies from holding marketing activities at 

Ohio public colleges 

and universities.  

 

Two other bills deal 

with the issues that 

arise all too often 

these days when 

home foreclosure 

rates are sky -

rocketing.  The Home 

Foreclosure  

Prevention Bill (HB3), 

approved by the House, will protect  

homeowners by establishing longer notification  

requirements. It also includes a 6 month timeout on 

foreclosure proceedings to allow homeowners to 

work out a loan modification or take advantage of 

President Obamaôs foreclosure plan. 

 

Renters get caught up in home foreclosures as well. 

They often donôt know their landlord is in  

foreclosure until the Sheriff knocks on the door with 

an eviction notice and says ñget out.ò The Renters 

Protection Act (HB 9), legislation I sponsored and 

approved by the House, aims to add protection for 

those Ohioans. The bill requires landlords to notify 

all current tenants if the property they are renting is 

in foreclosure or under threat of foreclosure.  

 

The foreclosure crisis affects us all; our neighbors 

are in trouble and our neighborhoods are being  

depleted.  These two bills can help Ohioans  

overcome the often devastating effects of this  

problem.  

ON LINE HELP  
 

The Ohio Attorney General has a program called 

ñSave the Dreamò that offers help and advice for 

those facing foreclosure. Their website is:  
 
http://www.savethedream.ohio.gov/  

 

You can also log onto this website to get more ideas 

and helpful links on consumer issues from the  

Ohio Attorney General:  
 
http://www.ag.state.oh.us/citizen/consumer/

index.asp  


